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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
‘A happy place to be’ is the school’s ethos, and this is certainly the case. High levels 
of respect and strong relationships permeate the fabric of the school. Pupils say the 
best things about their school are the friends they make and the teachers who help 
them.  
 
Leaders set high expectations for pupils to achieve well. Pupils rise to the challenges 
they are set. They are excited by their learning and say how much more interesting 
their lessons are now. 
 
Pupils behave well. They are polite and courteous to visitors. They readily hold doors 
open for each other and for adults. There are very few incidents of inappropriate 
behaviour. Such incidents are dealt with swiftly and effectively. Bullying is rare. This 
creates a safe place in which pupils can learn.  
 
Playtimes are busy occasions. The extensive school grounds are used well to ensure 
there is always plenty to do. School councillors are proud of the recently installed 
gym equipment, which they helped to arrange.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have revised the curriculum for foundation subjects. Advice and support 
from a range of external organisations have helped them in this process. The 
curriculum for each foundation subject identifies the essential knowledge pupils 
need to achieve well. The expectations for what pupils need to learn are in line with 
the national curriculum.  
 
Reading is at the core of the curriculum. Inspirational reading displays adorn 
corridors and classrooms. A ‘Welcome’ noticeboard lists recommended reading for 
visitors to the school. The promotion of reading continues through the work of the 
pupil reading champions. It is their job to advocate a love of reading to their peers.  
 
Early reading is secure. Pupils soon build their phonic knowledge. Any pupils falling 
behind receive timely individual support. This means that pupils can keep up from 
the start. Books used for pupils to practise their reading align closely to their phonic 
knowledge.  
 
Wider reading is similarly effective. High-quality texts stimulate pupils’ interests and 
foster high levels of engagement. Pupils are keen to talk about the range of books 
that they have read. Such a rich literary diet supports pupils well for wider study.  
 
The mathematics curriculum is well considered. Leaders keep it under constant 
review so that it remains fit for purpose. As a result, pupils’ understanding of 
mathematical fluency, reasoning, and problem-solving builds securely. Key 
mathematical concepts are revisited regularly to embed knowledge. This is enabling 
pupils to be confident mathematicians. 
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Leaders of all curriculum subjects are passionate in their roles. They ensure that 
curriculum content for their subject areas is suitably ambitious and reflects the 
school’s context. The essential knowledge that pupils learn is mapped out carefully. 
This builds step by step. Pupils have noticed a difference in the way the curriculum 
is developing. They told inspectors how much easier it is to learn now. Pupils are 
remembering more. However, aspects of disciplinary knowledge are less well 
established. In science, although pupils have opportunities to investigate, these are 
heavily scaffolded. This limits pupils’ ability to use and apply what they know. 
Similarly, in geography, there are fewer opportunities for pupils to fully develop their 
fieldwork skills and to deepen their subject understanding. Leaders know this aspect 
of the curriculum needs to be strengthened further.  
 
The identification of need for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) is effective. The special educational needs coordinator offers expert support 
to teachers. She ensures that pupils’ personal targets are manageable and precise. 
She supports teachers to make the necessary curriculum adaptations for pupils with 
SEND to access the curriculum and achieve their best. 
 
Pupils’ personal development is important to all. There is a comprehensive scheme 
of work in place to support pupils’ personal, social and health education well. A 
detailed programme of assemblies, visits and clubs enriches this further. Links with 
local industry are supporting pupils’ understanding of possible future careers. The 
‘daily mile’ ensures pupils are aware of the importance of physical health and well-
being. 
 
Children in the early years develop good foundational knowledge in all areas of 
learning. Leaders ensure that the curriculum meets the requirements of the early 
years framework. Children particularly enjoy high-quality adult-led sessions where 
there are clear learning intentions. They develop and consolidate their learning 
through independent play in the different areas of the learning environment. 
However, the design of activities to develop children’s learning in this provision 
varies in quality. This means that children do not have sufficient opportunity to 
consolidate their learning in some aspects of the curriculum as well as they could.  
 
Governance has changed over time. New governors are appointed for their skills. 
Current governors have a strong understanding of the school. They have quickly got 
to grips with what the school does well and where it needs to improve. There is a 
sustained focus on improving pupils’ outcomes further.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders know their pupils and their wider families exceptionally well. They are alert 
to any changes in pupils’ behaviour that may require support. Leaders use the 
support of other agencies well.  
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Recruitment procedures are thorough. All of the necessary safety checks are carried 
out for all adults before they join the school. There is a regular programme of 
training in place to make sure that all staff know the important role they play in 
keeping children safe.  
 
An effective curriculum helps pupils to understand how to keep themselves safe, 
particularly when using the internet.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
◼ In foundation subjects, pupils’ disciplinary knowledge is less secure than their 

substantive knowledge. This means that pupils do not always have the depth of 
understanding of which they are capable. Leaders need to strengthen this aspect 
of the curriculum so that pupils can extend their thinking and deepen their 
understanding in all subjects.  

◼ The quality of learning activities in the early years continuous learning provision is 
variable. This means that opportunities for children to develop and consolidate 
their learning are inconsistent. Leaders need to improve the continuous learning 
provision so that all children have consistent and high-quality opportunities to 
consolidate their learning in all areas of the curriculum.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 111533 

Local authority Redcar and Cleveland  

Inspection number 10240197 

Type of school Primary 

School category Foundation 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 189 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Kate Boffey 

Headteacher Lesley Lawson 

Website www.lockwoodprimaryschool.eschools.co
.uk 

Dates of previous inspection 6 and 7 October 2021, under section 8 
of the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ The school offers before- and after-school provision.  
 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
◼ This was the second routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic 
with leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

◼ During the inspection, inspectors met with the headteacher, the deputy 
headteacher and other leaders.  

◼ Inspectors conducted deep dives in these subjects: early reading, wider reading, 
mathematics, science and geography. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed 
the curriculum with subject leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to 
teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of 
pupils’ work. 
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◼ To check the effectiveness of safeguarding arrangements, inspectors met with the 
designated safeguarding officer and scrutinised relevant policies and procedures.  

◼ Inspectors met with the chair of the governing board and five other governors.  

◼ A meeting was held with a representative of the local authority.  

◼ Inspectors considered the responses to the online questionnaire, Ofsted Parent 
View, including the free-text responses. 

◼ Pupils’ behaviour in lessons and around school was observed and behaviour logs 
and incidents were reviewed.  

◼ Inspectors met with pupil groups to discuss their understanding of behaviour and 
how they keep themselves safe. 

 
Inspection team 
 

Diane Buckle, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Rowena Sykes Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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